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Story of Love, Crime, and a
Dangerous Obsession

MICHAEL FINKEL

American Dirt
Cummins, Jeanine

Jeanine Cummins’s American Dirt , the #1 New York Times bestseller and Oprah Book Club
pick that has sold over three million copies Lydia lives in Acapulco. She has a son, Luca, the
love of her life, and a wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while cracks are beginning
to show in Acapulco because of the cartels, Lydia’s life is, by and large, fairly comfortable. But
after her husband’s tell-all profile of the newest drug lord is published, hone of their lives will
ever be the same. Forced to flee, Lydia and Luca find themselves joining the countless people
trying to reach the United States. Lydia soon sees that everyone is running from something.
But what exactly are they running to?

Angelica: For Love and Country in a Time of Revolution
Beer, Molly

A women-centric view of revolution through the life of Angelica Schuyler Church, Alexander
Hamilton’s influential sister-in-law. Few women of the American Revolution have come
through 250 years of US history with such clarity and color as Angelica Schuyler Church.
She was Alexander Hamilton’s “saucy” sister-in-law, and the heart of Thomas Jefferson’s
“charming coterie” of artists and salonniéres in Paris. Her transatlantic network of important
friends spanned the political spectrum of her time and place, and her astute eye and brilliant
letters kept them well informed. In this enthralling and revealing woman’s-eye view of a
revolutionary era, Molly Beer breathes vibrant new life into a period usually dominated by
masculine themes and often dulled by familiarity. In telling Angelica’s story, she illuminates
how American women have always plied influence and networks for political ends, including
the making of a new nation.

The Art of Betrayal
Berry, Connie (Novelist)

Spring is a magical time in England--bluebells massing along the woodland paths, primrose
and wild thyme dotting the meadows. Antiques dealer Kate Hamilton is spending the month
of May in the Suffolk village of Long Barston, enjoying precious time with Detective Inspector
Tom Mallory. While attending the May Fair, the annual pageant based on a well-known Anglo-
Saxon folktale, a body turns up in the middle of the festivities. Kate is even more shocked
when she learns the murder took place in antiquity shop owner Ivor Tweedy’s stockroom and
a valuable Chinese pottery jar that she had been tasked with finding a buyer for has been
stolen. Ivor may be ruined. Insurance won’t cover a fraction of the loss. As Tom leads the
investigation, Kate begins to see puzzling parallels between the murder and local legends. The
more she learns, the more convinced she is that the solution to both crimes lies in the misty
depths of Anglo-Saxon history and a generations-old pattern of betrayal. It's up to Kate to
unravel this Celtic knot of lies and deception to save Ivor’s business.

The Art Thief: A True Story of Love, Crime, and a Dangerous Obsession
Finkel, Michael

Stéphane Bréitwieser is the most prolific art thief of all time. He pulled off more than 200
heists, often in crowded museums in broad daylight. His girlfriend served as his accomplice.
His collection was worth an estimated $2 billion. He never sold a piece, displaying his stolen
art in his attic bedroom. He felt like a king. Until everything came to a shocking end. In this
spellbinding portrait of obsession and flawed genius, Michael Finkel gives us one of the
most remarkable true-crime narratives of our times, a riveting story of art, theft, love, and an
insatiable hunger to possess beauty at any cost.
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Beloved: A Novel

Morrison, Toni

It is the story--set in post-Civil War Ohio--of Sethe, an escaped slave who has risked death in
order to wrench herself from a living death; who has lost a husband and buried a child; who
has borne the unthinkable and not gone mad: a woman of “iron eyes and backbone to match.”
Sethe lives in a small house on the edge of town with her daughter, Denver, her mother-in-law,
Baby Suggs, and a disturbing, mesmerizing intruder who calls herself Beloved. Sethe works
at “beating back the past,” but it is alive in all of them. It keeps Denver fearful of straying from
the house. It fuels the sadness that has settled into Baby Suggs’ “desolated center where

the self that was no self made its home.” And to Sethe, the past makes itself heard and felt
incessantly: in memories that both haunt and soothe her...in the arrival of Paul D (“There was
something blessed in his manner. Women saw him and wanted to weep”), one of her fellow
slaves on the farm where she had once been kept...in the vivid and painfully cathartic stories
she and Paul D tell each other of their years in captivity, of their glimpses of freedom...and,
most powerfully, in the apparition of Beloved, whose eyes are expressionless at their deepest
point, whose doomed childhood belongs to the hideous logic of slavery and who, as daughter,
sister and seductress, has now come from the “place over there” to claim retribution for what
she lost and for what was taken from her. Sethe’s struggle to keep Beloved from gaining full
possession of her present--and to throw off the long, dark legacy of her past--is at the center
of this profoundly affecting and startling novel. But its intensity and resonance of feeling, and
the boldness of its narrative, lift it beyond its particulars so that it speaks to our experience as
an entire nation with a past of both abominable and ennobling circumstance. In Beloved, Toni
Morrison has given us a great American novel. Toni Morrison was awarded the 1988 Pulitzer
Prize in Literature for Beloved.

The Berry Pickers
Peters, Amanda

July 1962. A Mi’kmaq family from Nova Scotia arrives in Maine to pick blueberries for the
summer. Weeks later, four-year-old Ruthie, the family’s youngest child, vanishes. She is last
seen by her six-year-old brother, Joe, sitting on a favorite rock at the edge of a berry field.

Joe will remain distraught by his sister’s disappearance for years to come. In Maine, a young
girl named Norma grows up as the only child of an affluent family. Her father is emotionally
distant, her mother frustratingly overprotective. Norma is often troubled by recurring dreams
and visions that seem more like memories than imagination. As she grows older, Norma slowly
comes to realize there is something her parents aren’t telling her. Unwilling to abandon her
intuition, she will spend decades trying to uncover this family secret.

The Book of Charlie: Wisdom from the Remarkable American life of

109-Year-Old Man
Von Drehle, David

One of our nation’s most prominent writers discovers the truth about how to live a long and
happy life from the centenarian next door in this “original and highly readable account of a
splendid American life” ( The Wall Street Journal ). When a veteran Washington journalist
moved to Kansas, he met a new neighbor who was more than a century old. Little did he
know that he was beginning a long friendship--and a profound lesson in the meaning of life.
Charlie White was no ordinary neighbor. Born before radio, Charlie lived long enough to use

a smartphone. When a shocking tragedy interrupted his idyllic boyhood, Charlie mastered
survival strategies that reflect thousands of years of human wisdom. Thus armored, Charlie’s
sense of adventure carried him on an epic journey of the Jazz Age, racing aboard ambulances
through Depression-era gangster wars, improvising techniques for early open-heart surgery,
and cruising the Amazon as a guest of Peru’s president. David Von Drehle came to understand
that Charlie’s resilience and willingness to grow made this remarkable neighbor a master in
the art of thriving through times of dramatic change. As a gift to his children, he set out to

tell Charlie’s secrets. The Book of Charlie is a “genuinely original, formula-shattering” (Bob
Woodward) gospel of grit--the inspiring story of one man’s journey through a century of
upheaval. The history that unfolds through Charlie’s story reminds you that the United States
has always been a divided nation, a questing nation--a nation of Charlies in the rollercoaster
pursuit of a good and meaningful life.



The Book of Lost Friends
Wingate, Lisa

Louisiana, 1875: In the tumultuous aftermath of Reconstruction, three young women set off
as unwilling companions on a perilous quest: Lavinia, the pampered heir to a now-destitute
plantation; Juneau Jane, her illegitimate free-born Creole half-sister; and Hannie, Lavinia’s
former slave. Each carries private wounds and powerful secrets as they head for Texas,
following dangerous roads rife with ruthless vigilantes and soldiers still fighting a war lost a
decade before. For Lavinia and Juneau Jane, the journey is one of inheritance and financial
desperation, but for Hannie, torn from her mother and eight siblings before slavery’s end, the
pilgrimage westward reignites an agonizing question: Could her long-lost family still be out
there? Beyond the swamps lie the seemingly limitless frontiers of Texas and, improbably, hope.
Louisiana, 1987: For first-year teacher Benedetta Silva, a subsidized job at a poor rural school
seems like the ticket to canceling her hefty student debt--until she lands in a tiny, out-of-step
Mississippi River town. Augustine, Louisiana, seems suspicious of new ideas and new people,
and Benny can scarcely comprehend the lives of her poverty-stricken students. But amid the
gnarled live oaks and run-down plantation homes lies the century-old history of three young
women, a long-ago journey, and a hidden book that could change everything.

The Briar Club
Quinn, Kate

In this gripping women’s fiction novel, everyone keeps to themselves at Briarwood House, a
down-at-the-heels all-female boardinghouse in the heart of the nation’s capital where secrets
hide behind white picket fences. But when the lovely, mysterious widow Grace March moves
into the attic room, she draws her oddball collection of neighbors into unlikely friendship:
poised English beauty Fliss, whose facade of perfect wife and mother covers gaping inner
wounds; policeman’s daughter Nora, who finds herself entangled with a shadowy gangster;
frustrated baseball star Beatrice, whose career has come to an end along with the women’s
baseball league of WWII; and poisonous, gung-ho Arlene, who has thrown herself into
McCarthy’s Red Scare. Grace’s weekly attic-room dinner parties and window-brewed sun tea
become a healing balm on all their lives, but she hides a terrible secret of her own. When a
shocking act of violence tears the house apart, the Briar Club women must decide once and
for all: who is the true enemy in their midst? Capturing the paranoia of the McCarthy era and
evoking the changing roles for women in postwar America, The Briar Club is an intimate and
thrilling historical mystery of secrets and loyalty put to the test.

Buckeye
Ryan, Patrick

That, as he saw it now, was his life’s work: trying to make right what he’d gotten wrong. Wasn’t
that a fair measure of a person, what they did with their mistakes? In the jubilant aftermath
of the Allied victory in Europe, Cal Jenkins, a man wounded not in war but by his inability

to serve in it, shares a single, life-altering moment with Margaret Salt, a woman determined
to outrun her past. Cal is married to Becky, whose spiritual gifts help the living speak to the
dead, while Margaret’s husband, Felix, is serving at sea, believed to be safe--until a telegram
suggests otherwise. What begins as a fleeting transgression becomes a complex secret that
irrevocably binds all four of them in unexpected ways. As their small Ohio town remakes
itself in the postwar boom, the Salt and Jenkins families remain in each other’s orbit, and the
consequences of choices made long ago begin to emerge, reshaping their lives in ways that
will forever impact the next generation. Sweeping yet intimate, resplendent with moments of
deep emotion and unforgettable characters, Buckeye is a transportive story of love, loyalty,
sacrifice, and forgiveness.
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Circle of Days
Follett, Ken

A FLINT MINER WITH A GIFT Seft, a talented flint miner, walks the Great Plain in the high
summer heat, to witness the rituals that signal the start of a new year. He is there to trade his
stone at the Midsummer Fair, and to find Neen, the girl he loves. Her family lives in prosperity
and offer Seft an escape from his brutish father and brothers within their herder community.

A PRIESTESS WHO BELIEVES THE IMPOSSIBLE Joia, Neen’s sister, is a priestess with a
vision and an unmatched ability to lead. As a child, she watches the Midsummer ceremony,
enthralled, and dreams of a miraculous new monument, raised from the biggest stones

in the world. But trouble is brewing among the hills and woodlands of the Great Plain. A
MONUMENT THAT WILL DEFINE A CIVILIZATION Joia’s vision of a great stone circle,
assembled by the divided tribes of the Plain, will inspire Seft and become their life’s work. But
as drought ravages the earth, mistrust grows between the herders, farmers and woodlanders-
-and an act of savage violence leads to open warfare . . . Truly ambitious in scope, Circle of
Days invites you to join master storyteller Ken Follett in exploring one of the greatest mysteries
of our age: Stonehenge.

Demon Copperhead
Kingsolver, Barbara

The teenage son of an Appalachian single mother who dies when he is eleven uses his good
looks, wit, and instincts to survive foster care, child labor, addiction, disastrous loves, and
crushing losses. Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, this is the story of a boy born

to a teenaged single mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets beyond his dead father’s
good looks and copper-colored hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for survival. In a plot

that never pauses for breath, relayed in his own unsparing voice, he braves the modern perils
of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic success, addiction, disastrous loves, and
crushing losses. Through all of it, he reckons with his own invisibility in a popular culture where
even the superheroes have abandoned rural people in favor of cities. Many generations ago,
Charles Dickens wrote David Copperfield from his experience as a survivor of institutional
poverty and its damages to children in his society. Those problems have yet to be solved in
ours. Dickens is not a prerequisite for readers of this novel, but he provided its inspiration. In
transposing a Victorian epic novel to the contemporary American South, Barbara Kingsolver
enlists Dickens’ anger and compassion, and above all, his faith in the transformative powers of
a good story. Demon Copperhead speaks for a new generation of lost boys, and all those born
into beautiful, cursed places they can’t imagine leaving behind.

The Demon of Unrest: A Saga of Hubris, Heartbreak, and Heroism at the

Dawn of the Civil War
Larson, Erik

On November 6, 1860, Abraham Lincoln became the fluky victor in a tight race for president.
The country was bitterly at odds; Southern extremists were moving ever closer to destroying
the Union, with one state after another seceding and Lincoln powerless to stop them. Slavery
fueled the conflict, but somehow the passions of North and South came to focus on a lonely
federal fortress in Charleston Harbor: Fort Sumter. Master storyteller Erik Larson offers a
gripping account of the chaotic months between Lincoln’s election and the Confederacy’s
shelling of Sumter--a period marked by tragic errors and miscommunications, enflamed egos
and craven ambitions, personal tragedies and betrayals. Lincoln himself wrote that the trials
of these five months were “so great that, could | have anticipated them, | would not have
believed it possible to survive them.” At the heart of this suspense-filled narrative are Major
Robert Anderson, Sumter’s commander and a former slave owner sympathetic to the South
but loyal to the Union; Edmund Ruffin, a vain and bloodthirsty radical who stirs secessionist
ardor at every opportunity; and Mary Boykin Chesnut, wife of a prominent planter, conflicted
over both marriage and slavery and seeing parallels between them. In the middle of it all is the
overwhelmed Lincoln, battling with his duplicitous secretary of state, William Seward, as he
tries desperately to avert a war that he fears is inevitable--one that will eventually kill 750,000
Americans. Drawing on diaries, secret communiques, slave ledgers, and plantation records,
Larson gives us a political horror story that captures the forces that led America to the brink--a
dark reminder that we often don’t see a cataclysm coming until it’s too late.
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The Dictionary of Lost Words
Williams, Pip

Esme is born into a world of words. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends her
childhood in the Scriptorium, an Oxford garden shed in which her father and a team of
dedicated lexicographers are collecting words for the very first Oxford English Dictionary .
Young Esme’s place is beneath the sorting table, unseen and unheard. One day a slip of paper
containing the word bondmaid flutters beneath the table. She rescues the slip and, learning
that the word means “slave girl,” begins to collect other words that have been discarded or
neglected by the dictionary men. As she grows up, Esme realizes that words and meanings
relating to women’s and common folks’ experiences often go unrecorded. And so she begins
in earnest to search out words for her own dictionary: the Dictionary of Lost Words. To do so
she must leave the sheltered world of the university and venture out to meet the people whose
words will fill those pages. Set during the height of the women’s suffrage movement and with
the Great War looming, The Dictionary of Lost Words reveals a lost narrative, hidden between
the lines of a history written by men. Inspired by actual events, author Pip Williams has delved
into the archives of the Oxford English Dictionary to tell this highly original story.

Dinner with Edward: A Story of Unexpected Friendship

Vincent, Isabel

When Isabel meets Edward, both are at a crossroads: he wants to follow his late wife to

the grave, and she is ready to give up on love. Thinking she is merely helping Edward’s
daughter-who lives far away and asked her to check in on her nonagenarian dad in New
York-Isabel has no idea that the man in the kitchen baking the sublime roast chicken and
light as air apricot souffle will end up changing her life. As Edward and Isabel meet weekly
for the glorious dinners that Edward prepares, he shares so much more than his recipes for
apple galette or the perfect martini, or even his tips for deboning poultry. Edward is teaching
Isabel the luxury of slowing down and taking the time to think through everything she does,
to deconstruct her own life, cutting it back to the bone and examining the guts, no matter
how messy that proves to be.

Fellowship Point
Dark, Alice Elliot

The masterful story of a lifelong friendship between two very different women with shared
histories and buried secrets, tested in the twilight of their lives, set across the arc of the 20th
century. Celebrated children’s book author Agnes Lee is determined to secure her legacy--to
complete what she knows will be the final volume of her pseudonymously written Franklin
Square novels; and even more consuming, to permanently protect the peninsula of majestic
coast in Maine known as Fellowship Point. To donate the land to a trust, Agnes must convince
shareholders to dissolve a generations-old partnership. And one of those shareholders is

her best friend, Polly. Polly Wister has led a different kind of life than Agnes: that of a well-

off married woman with children, defined by her devotion to her husband, and philosophy
professor with an inflated sense of stature. She exalts in creating beauty and harmony in her
home, in her friendships, and in her family. Polly soon finds her loyalties torn between the
wishes of her best friend and the wishes of her three sons--but what is it that Polly wants
herself? Agnes’s designs are further muddied when an enterprising young book editor

named Maud Silver sets out to convince Agnes to write her memoirs. Agnes’s resistance
cannot prevent long-buried memories and secrets from coming to light with far-reaching
repercussions for all. Fellowship Point reads like a classic 19th-century novel in its beautifully
woven, multilayered narrative, but it is entirely contemporary in the themes it explores; a deep
and empathic interest in women'’s lives, the class differences that divided us, the struggle to
protect the natural world, and, above all, a reckoning with intimacy, history, and posterity. It is a
masterwork from Alice Elliott Dark.
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The Fields
Richter, Conrad

The Awakening Land trilogy traces the transformation of a middle-American landscape from
wilderness to farmland to the site of modern industrial civilization, all in the lifetime of one
character. The trilogy earned author Conrad Richter immense acclaim, ranking him with the
greatest of American mid-century novelists. It includes The Trees (1940), The Fields (1946),
and The Town (1950) and follows the varied fortunes of Sayward Luckett and her family in
southeastern Ohio. The Fields tells the story of Sayward as a wife and mother, working with
her own brood on that hard frontier to create a durable home, and aspects of civilization in a
region where life is still difficult and towns are just beginning to appear. It is a rich and human
novel about personal conflicts and strife in the midst of a land that itself is striving. And it has
an epic quality that perfectly reflects the sweeping conquest of the frontier.

Finding My Way: A Memoir
Yousafzai, Malala

This is not the story you think you know. It’s the one I've been waiting to tell. Thrust onto the
public stage at fifteen years old after the Taliban’s brutal attack on her life, Malala Yousafzai
quickly became an international icon known for bravery and resilience. But away from the
cameras and crowds, she spent years struggling to find her place in an unfamiliar world.
Now, for the first time ever, Malala takes us beyond the headlines in Finding My Way --a
vulnerable, surprising memoir that buzzes with authenticity, sharp humor, and tenderness.
Finding My Way is a story of friendship and first love, of anxiety and self-discovery, of trying
to stay true to yourself when everyone wants to tell you who you are. In it, Malala traces her
path from high school loner to reckless college student to a young woman at peace with her
past. Through candid, often messy moments like nearly failing exams, getting ghosted, and
meeting the love of her life, Malala reminds us that real role models aren’t perfect--they’re
human. In this astonishing memoir, Malala reintroduces herself to the world, sharing how she
navigated life as someone whose darkest moments threatened to define her narrative--while
seeking the freedom to find out who she truly is. Finding My Way is an intimate look at the
life of a young woman taking charge of her destiny--and a deeply personal testament to the
strength it takes to be unapologetically yourself.

The First Ladies
Benedict, Marie

The daughter of formerly enslaved parents, Mary McLeod Bethune refuses to back down

as white supremacists attempt to thwart her work. She marches on as an activist and an
educator, and as her reputation grows she becomes a celebrity, revered by titans of business
and recognized by U.S. Presidents. Eleanor Roosevelt herself is awestruck and eager to make
her acquaintance. Initially drawn together because of their shared belief in women’s rights
and the power of education, Mary and Eleanor become fast friends confiding their secrets,
hopes and dreams-and holding each other’s hands through personal and professional strife.
When Franklin Delano Roosevelt is elected president, the two women begin to collaborate
more closely, particularly as Eleanor moves toward her own agenda separate from FDR,

a consequence of the devastating discovery of her husband’s secret love affair. Eleanor
becomes a controversial First Lady for her outspokenness, particularly on civil rights. And
when she receives threats because of her strong ties to Mary, it only fuels the women’s

desire to fight together for justice and equality. This is the story of two different, yet equally
formidable, passionate, and committed women, and the way in which their singular friendship
helped form the foundation for the modern civil rights movement.
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Fox and I: An Uncommon Friendship
Raven, Catherine 1959-

An unforgettable memoir about the friendship between a solitary woman and a wild fox. When
Catherine Raven finished her PhD in biology, she built herself a tiny cottage on an isolated plot
of land in Montana. She was as emotionally isolated as she was physically, but she viewed
the house as a way station, a temporary rest stop where she could gather her nerves and fill
out applications for what she hoped would be a real job that would help her fit into society. In
the meantime, she taught remotely and led field classes in nearby Yellowstone National Park.
Then one day she realized that a mangy-looking fox was showing up on her property every
afternoon at 4:15 p.m. She had never had a regular visitor before. How do you even talk to a
fox? She brought out her camping chair, sat as close to him as she dared, and began reading
to him from The Little Prince. Her scientific training had taught her not to anthropomorphize
animals, yet as she grew to know him, his personality revealed itself and they became friends.
From the fox, she learned the single most important thing about loneliness: we are never alone
when we are connected to the natural world. Friends, however, cannot save each other from
the uncontained forces of nature. Fox and | is a poignant and remarkable tale of friendship,
growth, and coping with inevitable loss- and of how that loss can be transformed into
meaning. It is both a timely tale of solitude and belonging as well as a timeless story of one
woman whose immersion in the natural world will change the way we view our surroundings-
each tree, weed, flower, stone, or fox.

The Hidden Life of Trees
Wohlleben, Peter, 1964-

In The Hidden Life of Trees forester and author Peter Wohlleben convincingly makes the case
that, yes, the forest is a social network. He draws on groundbreaking scientific discoveries

to describe how trees are like human families: tree parents live together with their children,
communicate with them, support them as they grow, share nutrients with those who are

sick or struggling, and even warn each other of impending dangers. Wohlleben also shares
his deep love of woods and forests, explaining the amazing processes of life, death, and
regeneration that he has observed in his woodland.

Horse
Brooks, Geraldine

A discarded painting in a junk pile, a skeleton in an attic, and the greatest racehorse in
American history: from these strands, a Pulitzer Prize winner braids a sweeping story of

spirit, obsession, and injustice across American history Kentucky, 1850. Jarrett, an enslaved
groom, and a bay foal forge a bond of understanding that will carry the horse to record-
setting victories across the South. As the nation erupts in civil war, an itinerant young artist
who has made his name painting the racehorse takes up arms for the Union. On a perilous
night, he reunites with the stallion and his groom, very far from the glamor of any racetrack.
New York City, 1954. Martha Jackson, a gallery owner celebrated for taking risks on edgy
contemporary painters, becomes obsessed with a 19th equestrian oil painting of mysterious
provenance. Washington, DC, 2019. Jess, a Smithsonian scientist from Australia, and Theo, a
Nigerian-American art historian, find themselves unexpectedly drawn to one another through
their shared interest in the horse - one studying the stallion’s bones for clues to his power
and endurance, the other uncovering the lost history of the unsung Black horsemen who
were critical to his racing success. Based on the remarkable true story of the record-breaking
thoroughbred, Lexington, who became America’s greatest stud sire, Horse is a gripping, multi-
layered reckoning with the legacy of enslavement and racism in America.
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I, Eliza Hamilton
Scott, Susan Holloway

In this beautifully written novel of historical fiction, bestselling author Susan Holloway Scott
tells the story of Alexander Hamilton’s wife, Eliza-a fascinating, strong-willed heroine in her
own right and a key figure in one of the most gripping periods in American history. “Love is not
easy with a man chosen by Fate for greatness . . .” As the daughter of a respected general,
Elizabeth Schuyler is accustomed to socializing with dignitaries and soldiers. But no visitor

to her parents’ home has affected her so strongly as Alexander Hamilton, a charismatic,
ambitious aide to George Washington. They marry quickly, and despite the tumult of the
American Revolution, Eliza is confident in her brilliant husband and in her role as his helpmate.
But it is in the aftermath of war, as Hamilton becomes one of the country’s most important
figures, that she truly comes into her own. In the new capital, Eliza becomes an adored
member of society, respected for her fierce devotion to Hamilton as well as her grace. Behind
closed doors, she astutely manages their expanding household, and assists her husband

with his political writings. Yet some challenges are impossible to prepare for. Through public
scandal, betrayal, personal heartbreak, and tragedy, she is tested again and again. In the end,
it will be Eliza’s indomitable strength that makes her not only Hamilton’s most crucial ally in
life, but also his most loyal advocate after his death, determined to preserve his legacy while
pursuing her own extraordinary path through the nation they helped shape together.

The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue
Schwab, V. E.

In the vein of The Time Traveler’s Wife and Life After Life , The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue is
New York Times bestselling author V. E. Schwab’s genre-defying tour de force. A Life No One
Will Remember. A Story You Will Never Forget. France, 1714: in a moment of desperation,

a young woman makes a Faustian bargain to live forever--and is cursed to be forgotten

by everyone she meets. Thus begins the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, and a dazzling
adventure that will play out across centuries and continents, across history and art, as a young
woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark on the world. But everything changes
when, after nearly 300 years, Addie stumbles across a young man in a hidden bookstore and
he remembers her name.

James: A Novel
Everett, Percival

When Jim overhears that he is about to be sold to a man in New Orleans, separated from his
wife and daughter forever, he runs away until he can formulate a plan. Meanwhile, Huck has
faked his own death to escape his violent father. As all readers of American literature know,
thus begins the dangerous and transcendent journey by raft down the Mississippi River
toward the elusive and unreliable promise of the Free States and beyond. Brimming with the
electrifying humor and lacerating observations that have made Everett a literary icon, this
brilliant and tender novel radically illuminates Jim’s agency, intelligence, and compassion as
never before. James is destined to be a major publishing event and a cornerstone of twenty-
first century American literature.

The Kitchen Front: A Novel
Ryan, Jennifer 1973-

Two years into World War |l, Britain is feeling her losses; the Nazis have won battles, the

Blitz has destroyed cities, and U-boats have cut off the supply of food. In an effort to help
housewives with food rationing, a BBC radio program called The Kitchen Front is putting on

a cooking contest--and the grand prize is a job as the program’s first-ever female co-host.

For four very different women, winning the contest presents a crucial chance to change their
lives. For a young widow, it’s a chance to pay off her husband’s debts and keep a roof over her
children’s heads. For a kitchen maid, it’s a chance to leave servitude and find freedom. For the
lady of the manor, it’s a chance to escape her wealthy husband’s increasingly hostile behavior.
And for a trained chef, it’s a chance to challenge the men at the top of her profession. These
four women are giving the competition their all--even if that sometimes means bending the
rules. But with so much at stake, will the contest that aims to bring the community together
serve only to break it apart?
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Lady Tan’s Circle of Women
See, Lisa

A captivating story of women helping each other, Lady Tan’s Circle of Women is a triumphant
reimagining of the life of one person who was remarkable in the Ming dynasty and would be
considered remarkable today.

The Last Bookshop in London: A Novel of World War Il
Martin, Madeline

August 1939: London prepares for war as Hitler’s forces sweep across Europe. Grace Bennett
has always dreamed of moving to the city, but the bunkers and drawn curtains that she

finds on her arrival are not what she expected. And she certainly never imagined she’d wind
up working at Primrose Hill, a dusty old bookshop nestled in the heart of London. Through
blackouts and air raids as the Blitz intensifies, Grace discovers the power of storytelling to
unite her community in ways she never dreamed--a force that triumphs over even the darkest
nights of the war.

The Last Painting of Sara De Vos
Smith, Dominic 1971-

This is what we long for: the profound pleasure of being swept into vivid new worlds, worlds
peopled by characters so intriguing and real that we can’t shake them, even long after the
reading’s done. In his earlier, award-winning novels, Dominic Smith demonstrated a gift

for coaxing the past to life. Now, in The Last Painting of Sara de Vos, he deftly bridges the
historical and the contemporary, tracking a collision course between a rare landscape by a
female Dutch painter of the golden age, an inheritor of the work in 1950s Manhattan, and

a celebrated art historian who painted a forgery of it in her youth. In 1631, Sara de Vos is
admitted as a master painter to the Guild of St. Luke’s in Holland, the first woman to be so
recognized. Three hundred years later, only one work attributed to de Vos is known to remain-
-a haunting winter scene, At the Edge of a Wood, which hangs over the bed of a wealthy
descendant of the original owner. An Australian grad student, Ellie Shipley, struggling to stay
afloat in New York, agrees to paint a forgery of the landscape, a decision that will haunt her.
Because now, half a century later, she’s curating an exhibit of female Dutch painters, and both
versions threaten to arrive. As the three threads intersect, The Last Painting of Sara de Vos
mesmerizes while it grapples with the demands of the artistic life, showing how the deceits of
the past can forge the present.

Learning America: One Woman'’s Fight for Educational Justice for

Refugee Children
Mufleh, Luma

Learning America traces the story of how Mufleh grew a group of kids into a soccer team

and then into a nationally acclaimed network of schools for refugee children. The journey is
inspiring and hard-won: Fugees schools accept only those most in need; no student passes a
grade without earning it; the failure of any student is the responsibility of all. Soccer as a part
of every school day is a powerful catalyst to heal trauma, create belonging, and accelerate
learning. Finally, this gifted storyteller delivers provocative, indelible portraits of student after
student making leaps in learning that aren’t supposed to be possible for children born into
trauma--stories that shine powerful light on the path to educational justice for all of America’s
most left-behind.
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Lessons in Chemistry
Garmus, Bonnie

Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point
out that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-male
team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except for one:
Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel-prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with-
-of all things--her mind. True chemistry results. But like science, life is unpredictable. Which
is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself not only a single mother, but the reluctant
star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six . Elizabeth’s unusual approach
to cooking (“combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves
revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it turns out,
Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to change the status quo.
Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant, and studded with a dazzling cast of supporting
characters, Lessons in Chemistry is as original and vibrant as its protagonist.

The Librarian of Burned Books
Labuskes, Brianna

Inspired by the true story of the Council of Books in Wartime--the WWII organization founded
by booksellers, publishers, librarians, and authors to use books as “weapons in the war of
ideas”--The Librarian of Burned Books is an unforgettable historical novel, a haunting love
story, and a testament to the beauty, power, and goodness of the written word.

The Lincoln Highway

Towles, Amor

The bestselling author of A Gentleman in Moscow and Rules of Civility and master of
absorbing, sophisticated fiction returns with a stylish and propulsive novel set in 1950s
America In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by

the warden of the juvenile work farm where he has just served fifteen months for involuntary
manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently deceased, and the family farm
foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett’s intention is to pick up his eight-year-old brother, Billy,
and head to California where they can start their lives anew. But when the warden drives away,
Emmett discovers that two friends from the work farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of
the warden’s car. Together, they have hatched an altogether different plan for Emmett’s future,
one that will take them all on a fateful journey in the opposite direction--to the City of New
York. Spanning just ten days and told from multiple points of view, Towles’s third novel will
satisfy fans of his multi-layered literary styling while providing them an array of new and richly
imagined settings, characters, and themes.

The Little Wartime Library
Thompson, Kate

An uplifting and inspiring novel based on the true story of a librarian who created an
underground shelter during World War Il, perfect for readers of The Paris Library or The Last
Bookshop in London. London, 1944 : Clara Button is no ordinary librarian. While war ravages
the city above her, Clara has risked everything she holds dear to turn the Bethnal Green tube
station into the country’s only underground library. Down here, a secret community thrives with
thousands of bunk beds, a nursery, a café, and a theater--offering shelter, solace, and escape
from the bombs that fall upon their city. Along with her glamorous best friend and assistant
Ruby Munroe, Clara ensures the library is the beating heart of life underground. But as the war
drags on, the women’s determination to remain strong in the face of adversity is tested to the
limits when it may come at the price of keeping those closest to them alive.
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The Magnificent Lives of Marjorie Post
Pataki, Allison

Mrs. Post, the President and First Lady are here to see you. . . . So begins another average
evening for Marjorie Merriweather Post. Presidents have come and gone, but she has hosted
them all. Growing up in the modest farmlands of Battle Creek,Michigan,Marjorie was inspired
by a few simple rules- always think for yourself, never take success for granted, and work
hard-even when deemed American royalty, even while covered in imperial diamonds. Marjorie
had an insatiable drive to live and love and to give more than she got. From crawling through
Moscow warehouses to rescue the Tsar’s treasures to outrunning the Nazis in London, from
serving the homeless of the Great Depression to entertaining Roosevelts, Kennedys, and
Hollywood’s biggest stars, Marjorie Merriweather Post lived an epic life few could imagine.
Marjorie’s journey began gluing cereal boxes in her father’s barn as a young girl. No one
could have predicted that C. W. Post’s Cereal Company would grow into the General Foods
empire and reshape the American way of life, with Marjorie as its heiress and leading lady.
Not content to stay in her prescribed roles of high-society wife, mother, and hostess, Marjorie
dared to demand more, making history in the process. Before turning thirty she amassed
millions, becoming the wealthiest woman in the United States. But it was her life-force,
advocacy, passion, and adventurous spirit that led to her stunning legacy. And yet Marjorie’s
story, though full of beauty and grandeur, set in the palatial homes she built such as Mar-a-
Lago, was equally marked by challenge and tumult. A wife four times over, Marjorie sought
her happily-ever-after with the blue-blooded party boy who could not outrun his demons, the
charismatic financier whose charm turned to betrayal, the international diplomat with a dark
side, and the bon vivant whose shocking secrets would shake Marjorie and all of society.
Marjorie did everything on a grand scale, especially when it came to love. Bestselling and
acclaimed author Allison Pataki has crafted an intimate portrait of a larger-than-life woman, a
powerful story of one woman falling in love with her own voice and embracing her own power
while shaping history in the process.

The Maid
Prose, Nita

Her gran used to interpret the world for her, codifying it into simple rules that Molly could live
by. Since Gran died a few months ago, twenty-five-year-old Molly has been navigating life’s
complexities all by herself. No matter--she throws herself with gusto into her work as a hotel
maid. Her unique character, along with her obsessive love of cleaning and proper etiquette,
make her an ideal fit for the job. She delights in donning her crisp uniform each morning,
stocking her cart with miniature soaps and bottles, and returning guest rooms at the Regency
Grand Hotel to a state of perfection. But Molly’s orderly life is upended the day she enters the
suite of the infamous and wealthy Charles Black, only to find it in a state of disarray and Mr.
Black himself dead in his bed. Before she knows what’s happening, Molly’s unusual demeanor
has the police targeting her as their lead suspect. She quickly finds herself caught in a web
of deception, one she has no idea how to untangle. Fortunately for Molly, friends she never
knew she had unite with her in a search for clues to what really happened to Mr. Black--but
will they be able to find the real killer before it’s too late? A Clue -like, locked-room mystery
and a heartwarming journey of the spirit, The Maid explores what it means to be the same as
everyone else and yet entirely different--and reveals that all mysteries can be solved through
connection to the human heart.
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My Friends
Backman, Fredrik

The #1 New York Times bestselling author of Anxious People returns with an
unforgettably funny, deeply moving tale of four teenagers whose friendship
creates a bond so powerful that it changes a complete stranger’s life twenty-
five years later. Most people don’t even notice them--three tiny figures sitting
at the end of a long pier in the corner of one of the most famous paintings in
the world. Most people think it’s just a depiction of the sea. But Louisa, an
aspiring artist herself, knows otherwise, and she is determined to find out the
story of these three enigmatic figures. Twenty-five years earlier, in a distant
seaside town, a group of teenagers find refuge from their bruising home lives
by spending long summer days on an abandoned pier, telling silly jokes,
sharing secrets, and committing small acts of rebellion. These lost souls find
in each other a reason to get up each morning, a reason to dream, a reason
to love. Out of that summer emerges a transcendent work of art, a painting
that will unexpectedly be placed into eighteen-year-old Louisa’s care. She
embarks on a surprise-filled cross-country journey to learn how the painting
came to be and to decide what to do with it. The closer she gets to the
painting’s birthplace, the more nervous she becomes about what she’ll find.
Louisa is proof that happy endings don’t always take the form we expect in
this stunning testament to the transformative, timeless power of friendship
and art.

Nasreen’s Secret School: A True Story from Afghanistan
Winter, Jeanette

Based on a true story. After her parents are taken away by the Taliban, young Nasreen stops
speaking. But as she spends time in a secret school, she slowly breaks out of her shell.

Never caught: the Washingtons’ relentless pursuit of their runaway

slave, Ona Judge
Dunbar, Erica Armstrong

When George Washington was elected president, he reluctantly left his beloved Mount
Vernon to serve in Philadelphia, the temporary seat of the nation’s capital. In setting up

his household he took Tobias Lear, his celebrated secretary and eight slaves, including

Ona Judge, about whom little has been written. As he grew accustomed to Northern

ways, there was one change he couldn’t get his arms around: Pennsylvania law required
enslaved people be set free after six months of residency in the state. Rather than comply,
Washington decided to circumvent the law. Every six months he sent the slaves back

down south just as the clock was about to expire. Though Ona Judge lived a life of relative
comfort, the few pleasantries she was afforded were nothing compared to freedom, a
glimpse of which she encountered first-hand in Philadelphia. So, when the opportunity
presented itself, Judge left everything she knew to escape to New England. Yet freedom
would not come without its costs. At just twenty-two-years-old, Ona became the subject of
an intense manhunt led by George Washington, who used his political and personal contacts
to recapture his property. With impeccable research, historian Erica Armstrong Dunbar
weaves a powerful tale and offers fascinating new scholarship on how one young woman
risked it all to gain freedom from the famous founding father.
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Of Mice and Men
Steinbeck, John

An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two migrant workers in California during the Great
Depression, grasp for their American Dream. They hustle work when they can, living a hand-
to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack
they can call their own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of
their dream seems to be within their grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the
provocations, nor predict the consequences of Lennie’s unswerving obedience to the things
George taught him.

The Paris Library
Charles, Janet Skeslien

Paris, 1939: Young and ambitious Odile Souchet seems to have the perfect life with her
handsome police officer beau and a dream job at the American Library in Paris. When the
Nazis march into the city, Odile stands to lose everything she holds dear, including her
beloved library. Together with her fellow librarians, Odile joins the Resistance with the best
weapons she has: books. But when the war finally ends, instead of freedom, Odile tastes

the bitter sting of unspeakable betrayal. Montana, 1983: Lily is a lonely teenager looking for
adventure in small-town Montana. Her interest is piqued by her solitary, elderly neighbor. As
Lily uncovers more about her neighbor’s mysterious past, she finds that they share a love of
language, the same longings, and the same intense jealousy, never suspecting that a dark
secret from the past connects them. “A love letter to Paris, the power of books, and the beauty
of intergenerational friendship” ( Booklist ), The Paris Library shows that extraordinary heroism
can sometimes be found in the quietest places.

A Place in the World: Finding the Meaning of Home
Mayes, Frances

A lyrical and evocative collection of personal stories from the #1 New York Times bestselling
author of Under the Tuscan Sun, in which the queen of wanderlust reflects on the comforts

of home. While Frances Mayes is known for her travels, she has always sought a sense of
home wherever she goes. In this poetic testament to the power of place in our lives, Mayes
reflects on “home,” from the earliest imprint of four walls to the startling discoveries of feeling
the strange ease of homes abroad, friends’ homes, and even momentary homes that spark
desires for other lives. Her musings are all the more poignant after so many have spent their
long pandemic months at home. From her travels across ltaly-Tuscany, of course, but also
Venice and Capri-to the American South, France, and Mexico, Mayes examines the connective
tissue among them through the homes she’s inhabited. A Place in the World explores Mayes’s
passion and obsessions with houses and the things that inhabit them-old books, rich food,
beloved friends, transportive art. The indelible marks each refuge has left on her and how
each home influenced the next serve as the foundations of each chapter. Written in Mayes’s
signature intimate style, A Place in the World captures the adventure of moving on while
seeking comfort in the cornerstone closest to all of us-home.
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Playground
Powers, Richard

Four lives are drawn together in a sweeping, panoramic new novel from Richard Powers,
showcasing the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Overstory at the height of his skills.
Twelve-year-old Evie Beaulieu sinks to the bottom of a swimming pool in Montreal strapped to
one of the world’s first aqualungs. Ina Aroita grows up on naval bases across the Pacific with
art as her only home. Two polar opposites at an elite Chicago high school bond over a three-
thousand-year-old board game; Rafi Young will get lost in literature, while Todd Keane’s work
will lead to a startling Al breakthrough.

They meet on the history-scarred island of Makatea in French Polynesia, whose deposits of
phosphorus once helped to feed the world. Now the tiny atoll has been chosen for humanity’s
next adventure: a plan to send floating, autonomous cities out onto the open sea. But first, the
island’s residents must vote to greenlight the project or turn the seasteaders away.

Set in the world’s largest ocean, this awe-filled book explores that last wild place we have

yet to colonize in a still-unfolding oceanic game, and interweaves beautiful writing, rich
characterization, profound themes of technology and the environment, and a deep exploration
of our shared humanity in a way only Richard Powers can.

The Ride of Her Life: The True Story of a Woman, Her Horse, and Their

Last-Chance Journey Across America
Letts, Elizabeth

In 1954, sixty-three-year-old Maine farmer Annie Wilkins embarked on an impossible
journey. She had no money and no family, she had just lost her farm, and her doctor had
given her only two years to live. But Annie wanted to see the Pacific Ocean before she died.
She ignored her doctor’s advice to move into the county charity home. Instead, she bought
a cast-off brown gelding named Tarzan, donned men’s dungarees, and headed south in
mid-November, hoping to beat the snow. Annie had little idea what to expect beyond her
rural crossroads; she didn’t even have a map. But she did have her ex-racehorse, her faithful
mutt, and her own unfailing belief that Americans would treat a stranger with kindness.
Annie, Tarzan, and her dog, Depeche Toi, rode straight into a world transformed by the
rapid construction of modern highways. Between 1954 and 1956,the three travelers pushed
through blizzards, forded rivers, climbed mountains, and clung to the narrow shoulder as
cars whipped by them at terrifying speeds. Annie rode more than four thousand miles,
through America’s big cities and small towns. Along the way, she met ordinary people and
celebrities-from Andrew Wyeth (who sketched Tarzan) to Art Linkletter and Groucho Marx.
She received many offers-a permanent home at a riding stable in New Jersey, a job at a gas
station in rural Kentucky, even a marriage proposal from a Wyoming rancher. In a decade
when car ownership nearly tripled, when television’s influence was expanding fast, when
homeowners began locking their doors, Annie and her four-footed companions inspired an
outpouring of neighborliness in a rapidly changing world.

Shelterwood: A Novel
Wingate, Lisa

1990. Law enforcement ranger Valerie Boren-Odell arrives at Horsethief Trail National Park
seeking a quiet place to raise her son. But no sooner has Valerie reported for duty than a
teenage hiker goes missing and the long-hidden burial site of three children is discovered

in a cave. Val’s quest to uncover the truth wins an ally among the Choctaw Nation’s Tribal
Police but soon collides with the deadly legacy of the land itself. 1909. Eleven-year-old Olive
Radley knows that her stepfather is a threat to the two Choctaw girls boarded in their home.
When the older girl disappears, Ollie flees, taking six-year-old Nessa with her. Together they
begin a perilous journey to the remote Winding Stair Mountains, the territory of outlaws,
treasure hunters, and desperate men. Along the way, they form an unlikely band with other
children struggling to get by on their own. In this gripping novel, Lisa Wingate traces the
story of children abandoned by the law and the battle to see justice done. Amid times of
deep conflict over who owns the land and its riches, Ollie and Val each leave behind one life
in search of another.
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A Little beacon of pleasure.”
—Kate AUKinson, 41 How York Times bestselling author

Tapestry of Fortunes: A Novel
Berg, Elizabeth

Cecilia Ross is looking for a change. She has decided to take time off from her job as a
successful motivational speaker and sell her home. She moves in to a beautiful old house in
St. Paul, Minnesota, complete with a big front porch, a wild garden, a chef’s kitchen--and three
roommates. The four women are different ages, but all are feeling restless, and want to take

a roadtrip to find again the people and things they miss. One woman wants to connect with a
daughter she gave away at birth; another wants to visit her long-absent ex-husband; a third
woman, a professional chef, is seeking new inspiration from the restaurants along the way.
And Cecilia is looking for Dennis Halsinger, the man she never got over, who recently sent her
a postcard out of the blue. This novel is classic Elizabeth Berg--a portrait of how women grow
through the relationships that define them, and a testament to the power of female friendship.

Tell Me Everything
Strout, Elizabeth

It's autumn in Maine, and the town lawyer Bob Burgess has become enmeshed in an unfolding
murder investigation, defending a lonely, isolated man accused of killing his mother. He has
also fallen into a deep and abiding friendship with the acclaimed writer Lucy Barton, who
lives down the road in a house by the sea with her ex-husband, William. Together, Lucy and
Bob go on walks and talk about their lives, their fears and regrets, and what might have been.
Lucy, meanwhile, is finally introduced to the iconic Olive Kitteridge, now living in a retirement
community on the edge of town. They spend afternoons together in Olive’s apartment, telling
each other stories. Stories about people they have known--"unrecorded lives,” Olive calls
them--reanimating them, and, in the process, imbuing their lives with meaning. Brimming
with empathy and pathos, Tell Me Everything is Elizabeth Strout operating at the height of her
powers, illuminating the ways in which our relationships keep us afloat. As Lucy says, “Love
comes in so many different forms, but it is always love.”

This Tender Land: A Novel

Krueger, William Kent

The acclaimed author of Ordinary Grace crafts a powerful novel about an orphan’s life-
changing adventure traveling down America’s great rivers during the Great Depression,
seeking both a place to call home and a sense of purpose in a world sinking into despair.

The Thursday Murder Club
Osman, Richard

In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet weekly in the Jigsaw Room to
discuss unsolved crimes; together they call themselves the Thursday Murder Club. When a
local developer is found dead with a mysterious photograph left next to the body, the Thursday
Murder Club suddenly find themselves in the middle of their first live case. As the bodies begin
to pile up, can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer, before it’s too late?
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4 S : In the spring of 2020, Lara’s three daughters return to the family’s orchard in Northern
g L Michigan. While picking cherries, they beg their mother to tell them the story of Peter Duke,
W T ,, @j. a famous actor with whom she shared both a stage and a romance years before at a theater
TN ; company called Tom Lake. As Lara recalls the past, her daughters examine their own lives
and relationship with their mother, and are forced to reconsider the world and everything they

thought they knew.

The Trees
Richter, Conrad 1890-1968

The Luckett family, pioneers from Pennsylvania, face the hardships and unknown perils of
America’s forest wilderness during their journey westward.

Trust
Diaz, Hernan

Even through the roar and effervescence of the 1920s, everyone in New York has heard

of Benjamin and Helen Rask. He is a legendary Wall Street tycoon; she is the daughter of
eccentric aristocrats. Together, they have risen to the very top of a world of seemingly endless
wealth--all as a decade of excess and speculation draws to an end. But at what cost have
they acquired their immense fortune? This is the mystery at the center of Bonds , a successful
1937 novel that all of New York seems to have read. Yet there are other versions of this tale

of privilege and deceit. Hernan Diaz’s TRUST elegantly puts these competing narratives into
conversation with one another--and in tension with the perspective of one woman bent on
disentangling fact from fiction. The result is a novel that spans over a century and becomes
more exhilarating with each new revelation. At once an immersive story and a brilliant literary
puzzle, TRUST engages the reader in a quest for the truth while confronting the deceptions
that often live at the heart of personal relationships, the reality-warping force of capital, and the
ease with which power can manipulate facts.




We Were Eight Years in Power: An American Tragedy
Coates, Ta-Nehisi

“We were eight years in power” was the lament of Reconstruction-era black politicians as the
American experiment in multiracial democracy ended with the return of white supremacist
rule in the South. In this sweeping collection of new and selected essays, Ta-Nehisi Coates
explores the tragic echoes of that history in our own time: the unprecedented election of a
black president followed by a vicious backlash that fueled the election of the man Coates
argues is America’s “first white president.” But the story of these present-day eight years

is not just about presidential politics. This book also examines the new voices, ideas, and
movements for justice that emerged over this period--and the effects of the persistent,
haunting shadow of our nation’s old and unreconciled history. Coates powerfully examines
the events of the Obama era from his intimate and revealing perspective--the point of view of
a young writer who begins the journey in an unemployment office in Harlem and ends it in the
Oval Office, interviewing a president. We Were Eight Years in Power features Coates’s iconic
essays first published in The Atlantic, including “Fear of a Black President,” “The Case for
Reparations,” and “The Black Family in the Age of Mass Incarceration,” along with eight fresh
essays that revisit each year of the Obama administration through Coates’s own experiences,
observations, and intellectual development, capped by a bracingly original assessment of the
election that fully illuminated the tragedy of the Obama era. We Were Eight Years in Power is a
vital account of modern America, from one of the definitive voices of this historic moment.

LYNDA RUTLEDGE West with Giraffes
SR S RS Rutledge, Lynda 1950-

Woodrow Wilson Nickel, age 105, feels his life ebbing away. But when he learns giraffes are
going extinct, he finds himself recalling the unforgettable experience he cannot take to his
grave. It’s 1938. The Great Depression lingers. Hitler is threatening Europe, and world-weary
Americans long for wonder. They find it in two giraffes who miraculously survive a hurricane
while crossing the Atlantic. What follows is a twelve-day road trip in a custom truck to deliver
Southern California’s first giraffes to the San Diego Zoo. Behind the wheel is the young Dust
Bowl rowdy Woodrow. Inspired by true events, the tale weaves real-life figures with fictional
ones, including the world’s first female zoo director, a crusty old man with a past, a young
female photographer with a secret, and assorted reprobates as spotty as the giraffes.

Part adventure, part historical saga, and part coming-of-age love story, West with Giraffes
explores what it means to be changed by the grace of animals, the kindness of strangers, the
passing of time, and a story told before it’s too late.

You Are Here
DAVID Nicholls, David
NICHOLLS From the internationally bestselling and Booker Prize-longlisted author of One Day, one of

#1 BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF ONE DAY

the most enduring love stories of its generation, comes an uplifting and unputdownable
contemporary romance about second chances. Sometimes you need to get lost to find your
way . . .Michael is coming undone. Adrift after his wife’s departure, he has begun taking
himself on long, solitary walks across the English countryside. Becoming ever more reclusive,
he’ll do anything to avoid his empty house. Marnie, a witty copy-editor, is stuck. Hiding
S - alone in her London flat, she avoids old friends and any reminders of her rotten, selfish ex-
e - b""‘ex husband. Curled up with a good book, she’s battling the long afternoons of a life that feels
YoU Are H‘erce% like it’s passing her by. When a persistent mutual friend and some very unpredictable weather
o conspire to toss Michael and Marnie together in a classic case of forced proximity on the
most epic of ten-day hikes, neither of them can think of anything worse. Until, of course,
they discover exactly what they’ve been looking for. Michael and Marnie are on the precipice
of a bright future . . . if they can survive the journey. A hilarious, hopeful, and heartwarming
romantic comedy--the novel beloved New York Times bestselling author David Nicholls calls
“my funniest book yet”--You Are Here is a bittersweet and hopeful story of first encounters,
second chances, and finding the way home.




